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Special thanks goes to D/Cst Al Kuzenko, Sudbury
Rainbow for doing an excellent job acting as roving
reporter for the “OACS News” at the 2003 OACS
Training Conference. Unfortunately only a small portion
of his report could be included in this issue due to space
restrictions. I’m encouraging Al to post his entire report
on the webboard for all those interested in a great read!

You just knew the OACS Provincial Training
Conference hosted in Thunder Bay by Thunder Bay
District Crime Stoppers and Northwestern Ontario
Crime Stoppers was going to be something when, on
their website, moose petting was an available activity!  

For most, Saturday is typically a traveling day, a time
for registration and a meet and greet evening.  But for
some, a “Superior Experience” was just that - new
experiences and something very different. Thunder
Bay District and Northwestern Ontario Crime
Stoppers offered everything you would expect at a
conference - smiling, friendly board members and
volunteers, an excellent venue and a warm Northern
welcome at the registration table for all of the
delegates. And for those who traveled early, Thunder
Bay had more to offer - much more including a fishing
charter on Big Lake, a round of golf with a Sleeping
Giant back drop and a horse back ride well worth the
bowlegged walk.

After a great jog & a close call with a gaggle of Fred
Flintstone taradactal-sized Canadian geese (one of which
Al describes as “an emu in goose feathers!”), I got to
the meet & greet. I talked with lots of friends old & new. 

At opening ceremonies the next day as the dignitaries
plowed through their remarks, a few of the welcomes
touched a real chord with the crowd. Elder Dr. Richard

Lyons said it best, “Megwich Manitou” which translated
means, “Be thankful to your Maker for all that you
have, your senses, your family, your work, the food
you have and your life.”

The keynote speaker, Chris Robertson, hit the stage
like a runaway freight train.  He was fully pumped and
jacked for his hour. Chris’ journey started in 1995
when he watched in horror as Canada traveled to the
edge of the abyss in the Quebec referendum. He
made a choice to make Canada a better place by
cycling 6520 km from the south to the north of
Canada. He financed his trip by cashing in his life’s
savings. He challenged every single person to answer
the question, “What will you do to make Canada a
better country than when you found it?” He flashed his
adventure on a “slide point” presentation documenting
his adventure from Point Pelee to Tuktoyaktuk. A
quotable quote from Roberston, “Faith is like a bicycle.
If you keep peddling it will take you anywhere.”  

The AGM was held that afternoon where yearly reports
were given & bylaws were discussed (see  page 8).

The conference spousal package included a complete
tour of the Thunder Bay area: the Sleeping Giant, the
Terry Fox Monument, Kakabeka Falls, Mount McKay
and a quiet lunch in view of Big Thunder at the White
Fox Inn.

The Old Fort William Historical Park tour was located
just minutes away from the conference center on the
fishily pungent but beautiful shoreline of the
Kaministiquia River. Fort William was the world’s
largest trading post in the early 1800’s. It was used in
the beaver fur trade as a stop over place to allow
goods to be traded for pelts from coast to coast. The
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President’s Message

Another AGM and Training Conference has come and
gone. Beautiful weather and excellent seminars made
the Thunder Bay and Northwestern Ontario
Conference truly a “Superior Experience” and one we
will remember for a long time. A tremendous thank you
to the committee members of both programs for their
organization and hard work in making the 2003
conference one of the best ever.
As I pick up the gavel from Bill Sulston, and assume the
duties as President of the OACS, I want to thank the
Ontario delegates at the June AGM for their confidence
in voting me to the OACS Board of Directors and the
Directors for their trust in electing me as their President.
During Bill’s tenure, the OACS attained many achievements.
Some of the more notable ones include the continued
funding of the after hours answering service which last
year alone, answered more than 87,000 calls to the
tipster line. In addition, funding was acquired for the
Scholastic Crime Stoppers program as well as for the
bulk purchase of Tipsoft. Funding was also obtained
for the “Violence Against Women” commercials and
other like projects. A corporate headquarters and filing
space, which are essential for the growth of any organization,
was established. The “Operational and Appendices”
Guidelines were formulated and printed with a copy to
all co-ordinators and board chairs as well as the Chief of
every police service in Ontario. Many other achievements
were made that are too numerous to mention here,
but suffice it to say - Bill was the right person, for the
right job at the right time. Under Bill’s guidance, the
OACS truly has claimed a leadership role in the Crime
Stoppers family world wide. He certainly devoted a lot
of time and talent to the job. Thanks Bill for leaving the
program in such good shape. I have big shoes to fill.
Lisa, our newsletter publisher, has advised me that a
“President’s Message” is required for each edition of
this publication. Since I have just assumed this position,
I do not have much information to give you. I will do
my best in the future. In the meantime, I would like
each program to take advantage of the newsletter
and send in any ideas, thoughts & projects you have
taken on to let the rest of the Crime Stopper community
know what is going on. This newsletter is a valuable
tool for communication, please use it.
Regards, 
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grounds include 42 working buildings and shops on 25
acres of land.  Near North Crime Stoppers secretary,
Jack Wallace, emphatically stated, “The canoe shop
was most impressive of all,” as he watched canoe
builders create an 800 pound “Montrealer” canoe that
could carry up to 4 tons of supplies.  The visitor center
is the gem of the Fort and is a beautiful full service building.
Supper was an incredible multi-course meal, elegantly
presented and thoughtfully creative. Fort William is a
Thunder Bay must see. 

On day two of the conference 22 year veteran, Constable
Ian Burke of the Halifax Police Service presented the
“Bullying Hotline” that he created in 1999 in the Halifax area.

490-SAVE (Students Against Violence Everywhere) has
received more than 2,000 calls from students and parents
alike with concerns regarding bullying. Burke has facilitated
more than 500 mediations between bullies and victims
to rectify issues between students to ensure the schools
remain safe places to attend. If you are interested in the
SAVE program and establishing a bullying hotline,
please give Ian a call (902) 478-6929. He is very
approachable and would love to hear from you.

The break out sessions consisted of several great
presentations including a Crime Stoppers’ introductory
session, Internet Crime, Fundraising, Roll of a Board
Member, Volunteer Recruitment, Provincial Weapons
Enforcement Unit and a media session. 

The blazing afternoon came to an end in the center
courtyard in an open-air hospitality suite hosted by
Seaway Valley Crime Stoppers. It was well worth the
price of admission and more than a few people found a
minute to book their room for next year’s conference.

Monday night brought with it the celebration of Canada &
with it another delicious meal. The evening’s theme brought
lots of interesting places to display and ways to fly the
Canadian flag. Chris Robertson would have been proud.

On Tuesday, High School Crime Stoppers, the
Integrated Border Enforcement Unit, the Bike
Enforcement Unit, Street Gangs, the MNR / Crime
Stoppers partnership and the Tri-Force Drug Unit
formed the break out sessions.

Lunch brought with it the closing ceremonies and transfer
of the banner to Seaway Valley. With cheezie-orange
fingers (?) and tired looking eyes, the very thoughtful
Gary Murphy took the stage and showed a power point
presentation with a somber news release and photos of

a terrible home invasion. It took place at the Thunder
Bay coordinator Andy Weiler’s residence during the
Celebrate Canada evening festivities.  As the photos
clearly show, several men in Canada Costumes looking
conspicuously like “Bad Boy Billy” Sulston, “Fast
Freddy” Hicks, “Eddy the Knife” Lamont & even one looking
like “Gorgeous Gary” himself broke into the Weiler
house. They viciously attacked the fridge, liquor cabinet
and cookie jar looking for leftovers, alcohol and sweets.  

Fortunately nobody was hurt in the home invasion and
the “Murphy Gang” leader was purportedly able to get
his gang back to the Shady Pines Residence for Seniors
for their evening medication and nap before the nurses
knew they had wandered off.

Awards were handed out throughout the conference
and a number of new partnerships were announced
(see related articles in this issue). Congratulations to all!

Congratulations also to Thunder Bay District and
Northwestern Ontario Crime Stoppers on a great
conference and good luck to Seaway Valley in the next
year for 2004.

Presidents
of the OACS (OAB)

1988 - 1989 Colin Kennedy - Brant-Brantford
1989 - 1990 Kevin Vincent - Timmins
1991 - 1992 Marg Illman - Chatham Kent
1993 Marla Moon - Simcoe Dufferin Muskoka
1993 Harry Coulson - Toronto & Regional
1994 - 1997 Vern Houston - St Thomas
1998 - 1999 Ed Lemont - Waterloo Regional
2000 - 2003 Bill Sulston - Waterloo Regional
2003 - present Fred Hicks - Waterloo Regional

Pictured above is conference motivational speaker Chris Robertson.
Thanks to D/Cst Al Kuzenko for this photo.

OACS Tra in ing Conference Summary cont inued. . . .
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Thanks to Carolyn Harris, Halton for forwarding this submission.
It is an article that appeared in a recent issue of The
Brampton Guardian. It is written by Brampton Guardian
staff writer Cynthia Gamble.

The Town of Halton Hills and Halton Crime Stoppers have
formed a partnership to attack the growing vandalism problem
in the town. 
“Hundreds of thousands of dollars are spent by the town
and two school boards to repair the damage resulting
from vandalism,” said Councillor Ron Chatten, chair of
the Anti-Vandalism Task Force. “The town alone has
spent $8,000 to $10,000 in removing graffiti from the
Georgetown Skateboard Park,” he said. 
Crime Stoppers, which put forward the idea of a
partnership, will allow Halton Hills residents to use the
24-hour tip line, 1-800-222-TIPS, to report vandalism.
Crime Stoppers will then forward the information onto the
town's works department and police for action. 
"We really liked the idea because they will help us with the
education," said Chatten. "Working with them will be a
great benefit to our community." 
He said the Crime Stoppers phone number already has a
high profile, and setting up and promoting a town reporting
line would be expensive. 
Halton Crime Stoppers looks forward to this unique
partnership (the first in Halton) to address a common
concern and to attain the common goal of the eradication
of vandalism in the community, said its co-ordinator Sgt
Ray Bruce. 
Council approved Anti-Vandalism Task Force expense of
$3,000; a $1,500 donation to the Crime Stoppers program
and $1,500 for educational & promotional material.

Sarnia Succeeds 
at Bail & Jail 

H a l t o n  t e a m s  u p
w i t h  t o w n

Thanks to S/Cst Murray Finch, Sarnia-Lambton Crime
Stoppers for sending in this information. Congratulations
on a successful fundraiser!

Sarnia-Lambton Crime Stoppers held their annual Bail &
Jail event at the Lambton Mall in Sarnia on May 7 & 8,
2003. The program adjusted its hours to run from 1:00 pm
to 8:00 pm to accommodate full TV coverage from
Cogeco Cable Television who rely upon volunteers to help
out. The program also changed its strategy from not
arresting people on the  day of the event to summonsing
individuals well in advance with a set date and time for
their appearance. This allowed busy people to schedule
themselves instead of being forced to leave a meeting and
having to cancel others while they spent time in jail. This
idea seemed to be effective. Each "jailbird" was issued a
summons unique to themselves (ie poking fun at a last name,
profession, etc). A large majority of individuals indicated that they
will see us again next year which will make it easier for the program.
Staples Business Depot was on hand again this year in full
force by supplying three employees for both days along with
all of the camera equipment, printer, computer and stationary
They designed a unique and eye catching border with all of
our sponsors’ logos on it and supplied each participant with
a photo of themselves behind bars. Staples also gave each
jailbird a computer disk with personalized photos to e-mail
to friends, family and head offices (for internal newsletters.)
As a result of this effort, 94 people went to jail for Crime
Stoppers in Sarnia-Lambton and raised pledges exceeding
$56,000. Last year, 86 people raised pledges of $49,000
and the year before that $38,000 was raised.
Sarnia-Lambton Crime Stoppers feels that they are on the
right track in raising funds for their program and enlisting
the help of the public with this event. 

Pictured above (left to right) are S/Cst Murray Finch, Director Steve
Davis & President Ray Hanson receiving a $1000 donation from All
State Insurance to kick off the event. Photo taken by Staples
Business Depot. 

Pictured above are Marla Moon Award winners Hamilton, Chatham
Kent and Huron County Crime Stoppers members with OACS
president Bill Sulston. Thanks to Fred Hicks for this photo.

+
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Several new OACS partnerships were announced at
the conference in Thunder Bay. The following is a
summary of these  partnerships. Thanks to Gary
Murphy for his input into this article and for his tireless
efforts into making Crime Stoppers a success in the
corporate world! 

Credit Union Central and its members
The intent of this program is to assist local Credit
Unions and the local Crime Stopper programs build on
the success of their respective organizations by working
together on local initiatives whether they be oriented
toward fundraising, increased awareness of the respective
organizations, marketing, etc. In addition, CUCO has
made a donation of $10,000 to the OACS. This
donation will be used to reimburse local Crime
Stoppers programs, at a rate of 150%, when they
successfully pay out an award for a case (robbery,
vandalism, etc) involving any Credit Union throughout
Ontario. Summaries of successful cases are to be
forwarded to the OACS for re-imbursement. 
Local Credit Unions and Crime Stoppers programs are
encouraged to contact each other to further explore
what they may be able to do locally to make this a
successful venture. 

Ontario Power Generation 
An agreement has been reached that Ontario Power
Generation (OPG) will continue their existing involvement
with those Crime Stoppers programs with which they
are already affiliated. OPG also wants to maximize their
exposure and that of Crime Stoppers throughout the
province. A ceremonial cheque was presented in
Thunder Bay to the OACS for $17,000 which
represents donations made to individual programs
and the OACS from January - June 2003.

Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (OSPCA)
In recognizing the value that Crime Stoppers programs
play in solving crime in the communities throughout
Ontario, the OSPCA agrees to inform their 237 agents,
37 inspectors and 59 affiliates and branches about
Crime Stoppers and this new partnership. The OACS
also agrees to do the same with their 40 programs. In
addition, any calls received through Crime Stoppers in
regards to an OSPCA matter are to be routed to Kim
Holder at 905-898-7122 (ext 314). The OSPCA agrees
to provide updates in relation to these tips. 

The OSPCA will also highlight this partnership in their
2003 fall magazine, place a link to the OACS (once it’s
established) on their website, feature the Crime
Stoppers name and number in future media releases,
inform the OSPCA donor list about the partnership and
include a message about the partnership on future
OSPCA Mastercard monthly client statements. 

Driving School Association of Ontario
The Driving School Association of Ontario (DSAO) has
agreed to help promote Crime Stoppers throughout
Ontario by developing a Resource & Curriculum Guide
regarding Crime Stoppers and the Highway Help
Program to distribute to its approximate 100,000 yearly
graduating students (aged 16 - 20 years) from its 500
schools in the province. The DSAO will also work with
their sponsors, in order to provide a Highway Help sign
in a “Grad Pack” which will be given to each graduate.
They will also provide a link from their website to that of
the OACS (once it’s established) and will encourage
their driving schools to become involved with their local
Crime Stopper programs. A donation of $500 was also
made by the DSAO to the OACS in Thunder Bay.

Elect ion of OACS Directors
A notice was sent out to all Ontario Crime Stoppers
programs on Feb 21, 2003 soliciting applications for the
position of director to the OACS. Five responses were
received by the April 30 deadline including: Fred Hicks,
Maureen Kelly, Ed Lemont, Jerry Cowan and Bill
Sulston. At the 2003 AGM a motion was made and
approved to accept these applicants as directors.There
is currently one vacancy on the OACS board. 
The only applicant to apply for the position of CSI
Region 11 Representative was received from Gary
Murphy. This position will exist until the proposed CSI
bylaw changes come into effect on December 31,
2004. A motion was made and approved at the AGM to
accept this application.
Congratulations to all members!

Please note that the OACS Newsletter will now be
published three times a year (instead of four). The
mailouts will tentatively occur in March/April, July and
November. Please note these dates and organize your
submissions accordingly (deadline for submissions is
three weeks prior to mailout). 

(
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Legal Issues Seminar

Newsletter caught in the web
In order to best serve its readers, the OACS News is
now being posted on the Canadian Webboard in
addition to being mailed out via regular mail. 

Please take advantage of this new technology and
download each new newsletter so that it can be
e-mailed to all of your board members. Or be sure to
remind your members to log onto the webboard to view
all the latest editions of OACS News themselves. As
soon as the OACS website is complete, the newsletter
will be posted there as well. 

Thanks to Sean Allen for submission of this article.
Photo and story compliments of Renfrew Mercury.
Photo by Sherry Haaima, Renfrew Mercury.

Transworld Signs has donated a sign for the Crime
Stoppers office behind Town Hall. The sign with its
“Poaching is a Crime” message is in conjunction with
the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Pictured below from left, Transworld sales, support and
customer service Scott Rodden; general manager
Martin Goudet; Crime Stoppers treasurer Paul Allen;
part-time Crime Stoppers coordinator OPP Constable
Gerry Briscoe; board member Georgia Quinn; Ministry
of Natural Resources Conservation Officer Blake
Simpson and board member David Lester. 

“The MNR is very appreciative of the efforts of
Transworld Signs here in Renfrew for making the sign,”
said Simpson. “Conservation officers value reports from
the public and this sign will act as a reminder to them
that poaching offenses can be reported to Crime
Stoppers.” Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

S i g n  o f  t h e  T i m e s

Thanks to Detective Constable Peter Leon, Simcoe-
Dufferin-Muskoka for this submission. For detailed
information regarding the intelligence protocol, please
contact the OACS. 

Crime Stoppers coordinators across Ontario had the
opportunity to meet this spring at the Legal Issues
Conference held in Gravenhurst in late May. This venue
proved to be very worthwhile and well organized.
At the Legal Issues Conference, a protocol on how to
deal with intelligence based information was presented
to those in attendance and was overwhelmingly
endorsed. This document was then presented during
the Annual General Meeting at the Training Conference
held in Thunder Bay and was voted on and unanimously
accepted. 
This protocol was developed over the winter months by
a sub-committee assembled by OACS RCMP Liaison,
Cpl Rick Moss and OPP Crime Stoppers Provincial
Coordinator, D/Sgt Alex Williamson. Membership on the
committee also included Det Glenn Bullock of Hamilton,
Det Jeff Zammit of Toronto, Sgt Kevin Slaney of
Durham, D/Const Ken Koekstat of Windsor and
D/Const Peter Leon of Simcoe-Dufferin-Muskoka. A
need for such a protocol was identified after the events
of September 11, 2001. The protocol serves a two fold
purpose as it identifies how to deal with non-arrestable
intelligence based information and also secures funding
from the Ministry of Public Safety and Security for our
after hours answering services operated by Alternative
Answers. 
Also discussed at great length at the Legal Issues
Seminar was the importance of the use of the "Tip
Package" as this is not only a requirement as identified
in the OACS Operational Guidelines and Appendices
Manual, but the only means programs can get results
back in from tips that have been sent out. Other issues
discussed were the Student Crime Stoppers Program,
tips involving Children's Aid and notification require-
ments, utilization of Tipsoft Software and the Bullying
Hotline being piloted by Peel Crime Stoppers. 
Thanks goes to Melissa Kennedy for her attendance
and presentation at the seminar.

Please note that next year’s Legal Issues Seminar has
been scheduled for April 23 - 25, 2004 at the Ontario
Fire College in Gravenhurst.
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• The 2003 CSI conference in Australia is
scheduled for the week of October 5 - 12, 2003.
Visit www.csidownunder.com for all the details.
• The CSI Spring Board Meeting was held in May
in Calgary. At this meeting the long debated
issue of restructuring was discussed. The CSI
Board of Directors agreed to and voted unanimously
to approve “Option C.” This will mean that individual
Crime Stopper programs may at their choice,
remain members of CSI directly with full voting
rights, except as to the election of CSI Directors.
Programs within each region/country that are
members in good standing of their National
Association, through a process to be adopted by
them, will elect/select 2 (two) directors from each
region/nation. Individual programs will be
required to be members of their National
Association in those regions where a National
Association exists, in order to be eligible to vote
for their CSI Directors. Finally, the CSI Board will
elect its own officers. The six regions/Countries
are: United States, Canada, United Kingdom,
Caribbean, Australia-South East Asia-New
Zealand, South West Pacific. The CSI Board of
Directors can set additional regions.
The bylaw wording required as a result of the
aforementioned option C, will be presented to
the CSI membership in Melbourne for approval
and will be delivered to programs (with proof of
delivery) at least 60 days prior to the meeting.
• The 2004 CSI conference will be held in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Stay tuned for more information.
• The 2005 CSI Conference will be held in
Calgary, Alberta.

The Region 11
CSI report
comes to you
with input from
Gary Murphy,
Region 11 Rep

w
Canadian
Association News

Congratulations to Bill Sulston who has been
elected to the position of Chair of the Canadian
Crime Stoppers Association. The following
comes to you from Bill in his new position and
will be a regular feature in the “OACS News.”

The Canadian Crime Stoppers Association
“Annual General Meeting” was held in Quebec
City on May 31, 2003. A general meeting was
then held on June 1. As a result of these meetings
a “Memorandum of Understanding” has been
signed with our legal counsel Mr. Bob Gill who
will provide legal services to the Canadian
Board until December 31, 2004. Subject to the
passage of the proposed CSI bylaws in October
in Melbourne, Australia a new legal contract will be
negotiated to become effective January 1, 2005.
The minutes of both CCSA meetings noted above
have been posted on the Canadian webboard.
The Canadian Crime Stoppers Association has
also established an administrative office & any
matters requiring attention of an administrative
nature can be directed as follows:

Canadian Crime Stoppers Association,
Courtyards of Caledon, 
18 King St E, Bolton, Ontario, L7E 1E8
Phone: 1-888-284-4458
Fax: (905) 951-2416

A copy of the proposed CSI bylaws to be
approved in Melbourne, Australia are posted on
the CSI webboard for the perusal of all
Canadian Crime Stoppers programs.
Gary Murphy is working diligently on a number
of corporate partnerships which will be
announced when negotiations are finalized. 
Alex Williamson has been assigned the task of
coordinating the Crime Stoppers internet training
process for Canadian programs. 
Bob Gill has filed his first legal report to the
Canadian Crime Stoppers Board.
I want to thank both the Ontario Crime Stoppers
and the Canadian Directors who supported my
application for the chair’s position of the
Canadian Board. I have been advised by Lisa
Wies that she will provide sufficient space in
future editions of the Ontario newsletter for
Canadian Board updates. Thank you again and
enjoy the summer months. 

Two proposed changes to the bylaws were
presented at the AGM in Thunder Bay. The first
group of changes was approved with an
amendment to paragraph 8 so that it reads,
“...each director shall be elected to hold office,
according to article 11 and 13...”
The second proposed group of bylaw changes
was not approved and a committee consisting
of the Bylaws Committee Chair and a member
of each region will be formed to review these
proposed changes. 

O A C S  B y l a w s . . .


